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"No place will possess stronger
attractions to the visitor."

"No place in the environs of our
city will possess stronger
attractions to the visitor.” — So
Dr. Jacob Bigelow predicted of
the newly-created Mount
Auburn Cemelery in an address
given before the Boston Society
for the Promotion of Useful
Knowledge in 1831. The immediate and continuing popularity of Mount Auburn
fulfilled this expectation. In the decades following the Cemetery’s dedication,
hundreds of accounts, articles, descriptions, poems, illustrated guidebooks, and
lavish gift books were written acclaiming Mount Auburn’s attractions and
beauty. We present a selection from this outpouring of interest and praise.

In the July 1849 issue of The Horticulturist, the
American landscape gardener and tastemaker
Andrew Jackson Downing reminded his readers
that no sooner was attention drawn to the charms
of Mount Auburn than the idea of rural cemeteries
"took the public mind by storm.” Within twenty
years of Mount Auburn's founding, scarcely a city
of note in the whole country was without its rural
cemetery. He analyzed the great attraction of these
cemeteries to the general public and concluded that
it was not that they were burial places or solemn
places of meditation or striking exhibitions of
monumental sculpture, but that they were sites of
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of thousands, is it not likely that such a garden, full of the
most varied instruction, amusement, and recreation,
would be ten times more visited?" Inspired by the
example of the rural cemeteries, the public parks
movement began. At the time of his death in a boating
accident in 1852, Downing was designing a park for
Washington, D.C. His associate Calvert Vaux, joined by
Frederick Law Olmsted, went on to create Central Park in
New York.
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To accommodate the "thousands and tens of
thousands” visitors to Mount Auburn Cemetery,
publishers created guidebooks to the grounds. One of the
carliest, The Picturesque Pocket Companion and Visitor’s
Guide through Mount Auburn (Otis, Broaders and
Company, 1839), contained a solid 252 pages and was
illustrated with more than sixty engravings. A Concise
History of, and Guide through Mount Auburn, with a
Catalogue of Lots Laid out in that Cemetery, a Map of the
Grounds, and Terms of Subscription, Regulations concerning
Visitors, Interments, etc. (Nathaniel Dearborn, 1843)
contained a list of the proprietors and the locations of their
lots, along with a suggested guide for visitors "leading to
the most prominent objects of the place in a direct
manner." Guidebooks went through frequent updates. By
1858, Dearborn's Guide was in its twelfth edition. In these
guides, attention was drawn both to the most elaborate
monuments, such as Samuel Appleton erected in a most
prominent position, and to the more humble, such as the
memorial to "M.W.B." in the public lot on Cypress
Avenue,

Gathering at Bigelow Chapel.

Stereographic photo, circa 1860s. MAC Archives

Appleton Monument, Cedar Hill.
Engraving from The Picturesque Pocket
Companion and Visitor's Guide, 1839.

Some early visitors wandered the grounds without
benefit of guidebooks. Mary Tyler Peabody (later wife of
educator Horace Mann) visited Mount Auburn with
Sophia Ripley in the early 1830s and recorded her
impressions in a letter now in the Mount Auburn archives.
She wrote:

I had not the least idea of the extent or beauty of
that Mount. I thought it was a little hill skirted
with wood and commanding pretty views of
wood and water but is covered with the most
luxuriant and varied woodland — paths are cut
through it in every direction, and the monuments
rise from . . . trees in every direction, enclosed
only by a little iron railing, and surrounded many
of them, with shrubbery, and some with flowers.
[f you follow the windings of the paths you come
unexpectedly upon these simple and beautiful
obelisks. One is a broken shaft — another a plain
column — Judge Story's is perfectly white and
raised to the memory of his five children. It stands
near one of the beautiful springs that abound in
the dells, just on the side of the hill. Miss Adams’
monument is surrounded with the flowers which
she loved so much in her life. .. . Since they have
begun to ornament this beautiful spot, they have
opened views of the surrounding country in every
direction, which is said to add immeasurably to
the beauty of it. One portion of the hill is covered
with pines where it is perfectly dark, and the song
of those pine trees has been sounding in my cars
ever since. We sat down upon all the scats and
stumps and staid three hours. . . . We at last tore
ourselves from the place, loaded with wild
flowers. ..




Bulfinch Monument

Charles Bulfinch (1763-1844) is among Mount Auburn
Cemetery's most distinguished "residents.” He was one of
the first professional American architects, and his
influence as an architect and builder in the early years of
our nation was considerable. His monument in Mount
Auburn Cemetery is a particularly interesting and historic
one. The central urn, believed to have been brought from
Europe by the youthful Bulfinch, once stood as a tribute
to Benjamin Franklin in a memorial garden in the center
of Bulfinch's Tontine Crescent development in downtown
Boston. After Bulfinch's death and the removal of the
Tontine buildings, the urn was placed on Bulfinch’s
grave. Unfortunately, the urn and the pedestal
deteriorated over time to the point that the urn had to be
removed for safety reasons and placed in storage in
August 1990.

A restoration plan has been prepared under the
guidance of Ann Beha, distinguished Boston preservation
architect. It involves cleaning and consolidation of the urn
and its base; disassembly, repair and reconstruction of the
pedestal; resetting the urn; and careful testing of the
consolidation work to ensure its stability. Fund raising is
well underway. Some $33,000 has been raised toward an
estimated project cost of $65,000. We have contributions
from Bulfinch descendants as well as local foundations.
With this financial base, we are inviting the public to join
in the cffort to preserve this tribute to a creative talent
whose work, nearly two hundred years later, still defines
Boston and New England.

Contributions for the Bulfinch Monument Restoration

Project may be made to the Friends of Mount Auburn
Cemetery, 580 Mount Auburn Street, Cambridge, MA
02138 (telephone 617-864-9646). Contributions are tax
deductible to the extent provided by law. Grateful
acknowledgement will be made to all those who
contribute.

Bulfinch Monument as it was in the 1940s. Charles Bulfinch is

buried on Bellwort Path, Lot 2308, F4 on the Mount Auburn
Cemetery map. Photo by Arthur C. Haskell.

Rowland Foundation Grant

A grant from the Rowland Foundation, Inc., received
by the Friends of Mount Auburn Cemetery in 1991, has
funded the photo-negative restoration of an
extraordinarily useful collection of images of the
Cemetery. These black-and-white photographs taken
between 1937 and 1962 by architectural photographer
Arthur C. Haskell visually document the landscape,
monuments, buildings and plantings of Mount Auburn.
Over 500 negatives were deteriorating, and the images
were in danger of being lost. The Northeast Document
Conservation Center was able to create interpositives,
duplicate negatives and prints on stable materials for 459
images.

Two of these photographs are shown on this page. We
are very grateful to the Rowland Foundation for its
generosity.

Asa Gray Garden, circa late 1930s, showing on the right a
Ginkgo (Ginkgo biloba) planted by Cemetery founder Dr.
Jacob Bigelow, probably one of the first exotic trees introduced to
Mount Auburn. After being struck by lightning, this famous
tree had to be removed in 1942. Visitors today will find a
Ginkgo growing in approximately the same location. Photo by
Arthur C. Haskell. MAC Archiuves.
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